ig2                      THE DISCOVERIES OF JOHN CABOT
except for a general description, Mar descubierta por Tngleses, which covers a large extent of water to the westward. But the detailed nomenclature stops at C. In spite of this, there are flags indicating English discovery of the farther coast along to E; and even beyond that^to G, although there are no flags, there are physical configurations which suggest that they are based on definite discovery, and are not a mere imaginary filling of an unknown region. From these circumstances we may infer that La Cosa knew of the discovery of the coastline at least to G, but that he had names only for the nearer stretch from B to C. We know also that Cabot's chart of 1497 had been sent to Spain. What follows? To my mind the answer is that La Cosa's drawing is based on two sources of information. From B to C he copied the chart of 1497, translating its English names into Spanish and so writing them on his own map. From G to G he also copied an explorer's chart, but it was one that gave no names for the details it delineated. And that second chart was made by Cabot in 1498; for there was no one else by whom it could have been made.
I believe the above reasoning to be sound. But as there may be some who will question it, I would emphasize that the remainder of the argument turns upon the assumption that BC represents Cabot's coasting of 1497, and CG his additional discovery of 1498; and in what follows I do not seek to convince those who cannot accept this proposition. I may perhaps be charged with transgressing my own canon, that assumption must not be treated as fact for further inference; but in this case there is nothing else to be done. So long as we are aware of what we are doing, there is no great harm in it.
Granted that assumption, however, we may attempt to identify the coast of 1497. We have an approximate statement of its length, 300 leagues, as Pasqualigo alleges Cabot to have claimed. The- distance BC is a little over two-thirds the distance from B to Land's End. By the proportion already adopted BC will therefore be some 800 miles or approximately the 300 leagues of Cabot's own reported estimate of his coasting. If we try to fit this 800 miles to the true map of North America, we find that it agrees fairly well with a track beginning at Cape Race in Newfoundland, continuing past St Pierre and Miquelon to Cape Breton, and thence coasting Nova Scotia and across the Bay of Fundy to some point near the mouth of the Penobscot on the coast of Maine. That would amount to about 800 miles. Cavo de Tnglaterra would thus be Cape Race, and Cm Descubierto would lie near the Penobscot. That is a possible interpretation, but I do not think it is the right one. Cabot is not likely to have covered so great an extent of foggy, perilous coast in three weeks or less. I believe